PSALM  2                           169

From practice of that holy trade,

By noonday's sun or midnight's shade.              10

3.  Like the fair plant whom neighbouring floods

Refresh, whose leaf feels no decays;
That not alone with nattering buds,
But early fruits, his Lord's hope pays:
So shall he thrive in all his ways.                       15

4.  But the loose sinner shall not share

So fix'd a state; like the light dust
That up and down the empty air

The wild wind drives with various gust,

So shall cross-fortunes toss the unjust.               22

5.  Therefore, at the last Judgment-day,

The trembling sinful soul shall hide
His confus'd face, nor shall he stay
Where the elected troops abide,
But shall be chas'd far from their side.              25

6.  For the clear paths of righteous men

To the all-seeing Lord are known;
But the dark maze and dismal den,
Where sinners wander up and down,
Shall by his hand be overthrown.                      30

PSALM 2

i, 2, 3. WHY rage the heathen? wherefore swell

The people with vain thoughts ? why meet
Their kings in counsel to rebel

'Gainst God and Christ, trampling His sweet
But broken bonds under their feet?                     5

4, 5, 6. Alas! the glorious God that hath

His throne in heaven, derides the unsound
Plots of weak mortals: in His wrath

Thus shall He speak: "Myself have crown'd

The monarch of my holy ground."                     10

7, 8. I will declare what God hath told:

"Thou art My Son; this happy day
Did Thy incarnate birth unfold:
Ask, and the heathen shall obey,
With the remotest earth, Thy sway."                15